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Welcome



Here is what “collaboration” means to you 

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Here is what “communication” means to you 

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Trends we are seeing

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Our Vision 
A national leader working collaboratively to advance age-inclusive 
practices and longevity equity to benefit all of us as we grow old.

Our Mission
Through exceptional education, partnerships, advocacy, and research, we 

work to create a Virginia where older adults, communities, and 
professionals can thrive.



The Virginia Center on Aging and VCU Gerontology Team

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


The Virginia Center on Aging Advisory Committee

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


  

Thank you to the 
General Assembly for 
your continued support.

Photo Credit: 
Charlotte Rene Woods, 
Times-Dispatch

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Thank you to our funders.

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


VCoA Annual Update 

Kiersten Ware, Deputy 
Commissioner Department for 
Aging & Rehabilitative Services

January 22, 2025



What a Year!
▪ Restructured Division

▪Connecting with AAAs

▪ Increased 
Communications 

▪Highlights  
▪ Program Successes
▪ Tribal Collaboration
▪ Older Americans Act Final 

Rule & Reauthorization
▪ Advisory Boards



Programs
▪ Farm Market Fresh
▪ $777,700 redeemed 

vouchers
▪ 19% increase
▪ Online application & 

electronic redemption 

▪ Virginia Lifespan Respite 
Program
▪ 687 applications received
▪ $223,850 reimbursed to 

Caregivers



Tribal Collaboration
▪Convening April 2024

▪ Post-Convening Actions
▪ Resource & information 

sharing
▪ Attending to learn 

▪AAA Engagement
▪ Building relations, visiting 

Tribes, events, 
▪ Nutrition supports 
▪ Board and Advisory Council 

representation



OAA Final Rule
▪Went Into Effect March 15, 

2024
▪ Compliance Deadline Oct 

1, 2025
▪DARS New Regs Team Gap 

Analysis & Implementation
▪ AAA Input Sessions 

Monthly
▪ State Plan for Aging 

Services Amendment
▪ APS Final Rule



OAA 
Reauthorization
▪ Act Status on 

Reauthorization

▪ Level Funding for Aging 
Services through 
March 14, 2025

▪MIPPA through March 
31, 2025

▪White House 
Conference on Aging



Advisory Boards
▪ADRDC
▪ Dementia State Plan & 

Implementation Plan
▪ 6th Goal Added
▪ BOLD grant activities

▪CCOA
▪ New Executive Director & 

Members
▪ GTE Grant 
▪ Best Practices
▪ Legislative 

Recommendations

https://youtu.be/pWPsTmegzAQ


[insert video]

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWPsTmegzAQ


Connection
Communication 
Collaboration



Connections
Presenter 
Gigi Amateau, PhD
Assistant Professor, VCU Gerontology 
Director of the Person-Centered, Trauma-Informed 
Care Lab and a VCU Humanities Lab
Health Equity Faculty Fellow



Lifelong Learning Institute in Chesterfield

17 Organizations

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Lifelong Learning Institute in Chesterfield

240 Zip Codes + 9,800 + Lifelong Learners

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Lifelong Learning Institute in Chesterfield

3,000 + Courses

Popular Courses include:
● America, Land of Immigrants

● Architecture

● The African-American Experience

● Election Analysis

● Holocaust Narratives

● Technology Hot Spots

● 1939: Hollywood's Golden Year 

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


The Safety Connector

https://www.easyaccess.virginia.gov/safety
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://www.easyaccess.virginia.gov/safety
https://www.easyaccess.virginia.gov/soheco_survey


The Safety Connector

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1wwC6nqPCgrGchKLLnXQ9DqywRubWfY8i/preview
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://www.easyaccess.virginia.gov/soheco_survey
https://www.easyaccess.virginia.gov/safety


The Safety Connector: Google Ads
Search Engine Digital Marketing Campaigns connect us to people already 
searching for help.

In just seven months, this highly successful campaign resulted in…

● 50,000 clicks
● 572,000 views

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://www.easyaccess.virginia.gov/safety


Greater Richmond Elder Justice Shelter Initiative

We’re establishing an innovative elder justice shelter model serving the greater 
Richmond region. This will include strategies for emergency and transitional 
housing and wrap-around services for older adults and adults with disabilities 
who have experienced abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


$5M grant renewal to help address the 
emerging health needs of older adults

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


[insert video]

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1blHsek2tv3DUqCNQ8wYprOKHyZJgyXpu/preview


Communication
Presenter 
Catherine MacDonald
Director of Community Engagement and Outreach



Integration with VCU Gerontology

20 Research 
Publications

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Aging for All Podcast

● Listeners from 15 countries
● Over 1,000 streams
● 15 episodes produced in 2024

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


My Age, My Power: Ageism Awareness Day Campaign

In collaboration with DARS and the ASA, we crafted and 
disseminated an Ageism Awareness Day.

“My Age, My Power” focused on sharing positive stories of 
empowerment from people of all ages and educational 
content to highlight the importance of disrupting ageism.

Quick Stats:

● 4,053 people were reached through this campaign
● 45 social media posts were shared across several 

platforms

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


RRF Expanding Age Advocacy

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Issue & Research Briefs

Trends and Causes
Strategies for 
Service Providers

About the Small 
Household Model

Strategies for 
Policy Makers

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Home is Everything

Ms. Browder Snelling, 101: A place where you’re 
accepted.

Ms. Francis, 103: Being home with my children. 
Comfortable – it's being home. Home is Richmond.

● 2,300 Americans were centenarians in 1950

● That number has risen to 100,000 

● The number of centenarians is projected to 
quadruple to 422,000 by 2054 
(Pew Research Center)

We asked: What does home mean to you? 

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Home is Everything

Ms. Wheeler, 102: Home is something you can call 
your own. It’s yours.

Mr. White, 101: Home, that’s my center of the world.

Ms. Stanton, 101: A place we can always go to and 
feel comfortable in and be happy in.

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Collaboration
Presenter 
Shannon Arnette
Research Analyst



[insert video]

Geriatric Training and Education (GTE) Initiative

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1dWhQhSU36GqUKBxZhnop_Qj0tSh-Y8q1/preview


[insert video]

Alzheimer's and Related Diseases Research Award Fund (ARDRAF)

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1XbZwkz48RMXivq2Ur7dCh68tDKrphpoj/preview


Virginia Memory Project 
 
A Registry with a Heart
Collecting Data and Connecting Services

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/initiatives/va-memory-project/
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Virginia Memory Project is Added to the Code of Virginia

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/initiatives/va-memory-project/


https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/initiatives/va-memory-project/


Trauma-Informed Care Toolkit

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://tictoolkit.vcu.edu/


Tracey Gendron, PhD
Executive Director,
Virginia Center on Aging

A Call to Action



Letters of Intent:
Were due December 1, 2024

Applications:
Due March 1, 2024

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


[photo]

Join the Registry
Get news updates
Download the VMP Media Kit 

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/initiatives/va-memory-project/
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/initiatives/va-memory-project/


Join Us!

Check out our Spring Catalog and 
Choose from over 3,000 Courses 

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/


Virginia HEAR Free Online Course and Digital Badge

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://forms.gle/WnXxiAVibsJHhn5i7


Quarterly publication with a distribution list of nearly 10,000.

To share a program or research with professionals across 
Virginia, send your content to the editor Eddie Boxley at 
boxleyek@vcu.edu

mailto:boxleyek@vcu.edu
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/resources/age-in-action/
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/resources/age-in-action/
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/resources/age-in-action/


The Virginia Center on Aging and VCU Gerontology Team

https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/

